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representatives of the people of South Australia and Van
Diemen's Land respectively, their due share in the legisla-
tion of each of those Colonies.
We apprehend however that it would be found highly in-
convenient to consider the question as it regards those two
settlements, without at the same time adverting to the
effects with which such a change in them must be followed
in the whole range of the Australian Colonies.
New Holland is at present divided between the three
Governments of New South Wales, South Australia, and
Western Australia. The most cursory inspection of the
maps and charts of those regions will sufficiently show, that
as they shall become more populous and more extensively
settled, it will be necessary to divide them into a greater
number of distinct Colonies, But, confining our immediate
attention to the case of New South Wales, we observe that
the cities of Sydney and of Melbourne, lying at a great
distance from each other, form the respective capitals of
districts of great extent, separated from each other by
diversities of climate and by some corresponding differences
in their natural resources, and in the agricultural and com-
mercial pursuits followed in each of them. The inhabitants
of the southern districts have long and earnestly solicited
that Melbourne should be made the seat and centre of a
Colonial Government separated from that of Sydney; and
so decided has this wish become of late, that on the recent
general election of members of the Legislature of New
South Wales collectively, the inhabitants of the southern
district have virtually and in effect refused to make any
such choice.1 The reluctance which was at first so naturally
entertained at Sydney to the proposed innovation, appears
to have gradually but effectually yielded to the progress of
knowledge and reasoning on the subject. The Governor
and the Executive Council, the existing Legislature, aad, as
we believe, the great body of the Colonists, now favour the
* They elected Lord Grey as their represeatatiTe.